
Save The Babies 
The Victorian Baby Health Centres’ Association 

and The Queen Elizabeth Centre -The first 83 years 
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Save the Babies’ – a catchcry that in 1917   
accompanied the first tentative steps of the 
infant welfare movement in Victoria and 
inspired a new branch of nursing that was to 
reach out to every child in the State. 
 
The difficulties surrounding motherhood at the 
time were not fully understood.  Mothers 
struggled unaided against a burgeoning infant 
mortality rate. 
 
Help was at hand, however, from a small and 
enthusiastic voluntary band of women who 
were dismayed by the high loss of infant life.  
This group decided to take matters into their 
own hands.  The result was the birth of the 
Victorian Baby Health Centres' Association. 
 
Cheryl Crockett traces the fascinating journey 
of the Association, its struggles during 
depression and war, through many setbacks 
and triumphs.  The Association and its Hospital 
for Mothers and Babies & Infant Welfare 
Training School continued to be vibrant and 
innovative, training generations of nurses to 
care for young families.  Always at the heart of 

heir work was the goal of ‘keeping the well baby well’. 

oday, The Queen Elizabeth Centre incorporates the ideals of its parent Association.  In its new setting at 
oble Park, QEC works with the modern family, addressing contemporary family concerns. 
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RDER FORM 

lease  supply            copies of  SAVE THE BABIES   at $29.70 per copy, including 10% GST,  
                                  plus freight/handling charges of $5.00 (1-3 copies)  

ame:  Pay by      Cheque       Money Order    

ddress:   Charge:   Visa        Bankcard      Mastercard  

_____________________________ Post Code                     
 
Card expiry date____________________________  

 
he Queen Elizabeth Centre Signature: _________________________________  

53 Thomas Street, Noble Park, Victoria  3174 
H: (03) 9549-2777   FAX: (03) 9549-2779  Name: ___________________________________  
-MAIL: theqec.@qec.org.au      (please print) 
BN 23 237 300 347 
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