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Welcome to the City of Casey

» The City of Casey has consistently been one of
Victoria’s fastest-growing municipalities over the past
decade and a half

» The City of Casey population is just over 238,000

* The population is expected to reach 350,000 by 2031
making it as big as Canberra is today

e Our population rises by about 124 people every week
equivalent to 6,448 people every year

» Victoria’'s largest MCH, Kindergarten and Family Day
Care Services

— last year over 4000 babies born
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Dads Matter Project

Communities for Children is funded by the
Australian Government under the Stronger
Families And Community Strategy, in partnership
with The City of Casey and Windermere Child
and Family Services.

This strategy aims to improve overall family
functioning by encouraging the positive
engagement of fathers in parenting and early
years activities.

This strategy aims to engage with all fathers
Including, but not limited to, young fathers, non-
z custodial fathers, stepfathers, culturally
diverse fathers, grandfathers and foster
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Project Objectives

e Cranbourne agencies and facilities will have
strategies to engage fathers

e Fathers are aware of the importance of their role

e Fathers put parenting skills into action

.  Community recognises and celebrates the
Importance of fathers
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Current Activities
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Farnily Development Services
City of Casey - Men's Programs

Pizza, Playstation &

Paper Planes
« Playstation 3and XBox 360 -« Meet other dads

» Read stories » Time-out with your children

" When:  EveryWednesday Night (Starting 9 July 2008)’

Where:  Cranbourne Library

i Berwick-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne East

Casey | Time:  5:30pm—730pm
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Dads Feedback...

A dad who regularly attends Pizza, Playstation and Paper
Planes, arrived an hour late during one particular session.
He explained that he had finished work late and had no
time to shower or change and that this was his time with
his daughter and that he would move ‘heaven and earth’ to
attend with her each week.

Another dad said: “| must admit at first | was a bit worried
about spending two hours with my 6 month old

daughter without her mum. In case she needed milk or a
nappy change or something like that. Now | feel more
comfortable about doing those things myself”.

“As a stay at home dad, it is fantastic to have so many
great programs for dads to share fun times with their
children.”



Strategies to Engage Fathers

Engaging Fathers Conference (Feb 08)

Engaging Fathers Workshop (May 08)
- The Nuts & Bolts of Engagement

Engaging Fathers Workshop (Nov 08)

- Supporting the Health & Wellbeing of
dads



Activities In the pipeline
Practical sessions for dads to be

3 before & 3 after the birth

Father friendly agencies & facilities
» Father-Inclusive best practice
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Graham Rankin
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Cranbourne Family Resource Centre
156 Sladen Street, Cranbourne

"Victoria's largest and most vibrant municipality"

Email; grankin@casey.vic.gov.au
Phone: 9705 5200
WWW.casey.vic.gov.au




