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Who are we?
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Research & evaluation





Mobile supported playgroups
for children with disabilities

Toy Library
Home visiting

Inclusion Support

Stay and Play

Parenting information

Parenting groups

Early intervention case work

Early identification
and assessment

Child care centre/

preschool support 
and training to 
embed individual 
programs into 
centre program

Special education/therapy intervention

Transition support

The SDN Child & Family Resource Centre



early childhood teachers

special education teachers

speech pathologists

social workers

consultant occupational therapist

resource assistants

research and evaluation  project officers

consultant psychologist



Where the program model came from……



What the program model set out to do……

Maintain a focus on children 
and play;

Layer support for the family 
onto a child and play   
focussed community service;



What it set out to do……

• contribute to children’s growth and development;

• support families in building their parenting skills;

• support the development of positive relationships between 

children and parents, and parents with one another; 

• link families with a range of services; 

• assist parents’ work readiness; and 

• build community capacity to support families 



Inclusive and non-targeted ,

• philosophy that ‘all children and families belong to the community’

(Centre for Community Child Health, 2003). 

• the evidence that non-targeted services are successful in attracting  

more vulnerable families (Statham ,1997)  

• the belief that non-targeted, non-stigmatising services result in  

prevention of problems and early identification of children and families  

at risk while reinforcing the view that help-seeking is everyone’s right 

(Harbin et al, 2000).





Child focused and family-centred

• importance of early life experiences in determining future outcomes (McCain & 

Mustard, 1999; Shonkoff & Phillips, 2000;  Wong & Cumming, 2007)

• ecological systems theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1979; Garbarino, 1990a; Garbarino, 1990b; 

Wong & Cumming, 2007);

• a belief in a child’s right to play (UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,1990)

• family-centred practices positively influence both child and family outcomes, 

contribute to a sense of empowerment and to families reporting higher levels 

of well being and reduced family stress (Dunst, 2000; Dunst, 2002; Moore & Larkin, 2005; 

Scott & O’Neill, 1998).





Integrated , transdisciplinary and capacity-building :

• stronger families are achieved through comprehensive and coordinated 

responses focused on prevention, early detection and early intervention. 

(Communities for Children: early intervention, 2007);

• increased cross-sectoral collaboration and co-ordination at the service provision 

level will promote health and wellbeing of children and families (Tomison, 2002);

• a transdisciplinary approach integrates expertise of team members and families 

supporting efficient ,comprehensive and co-ordinated service delivery and 

reducing the number of professionals  with whom the child has to interact 

(Bruder, 1994);





• achievement of outcomes in early intervention depends on joint 

working and enduring collaborative arrangements between children’s 

services and relevant partner agencies. (Jones, 2007);

• partnerships, with children, families and professionals working together 

are important for building child-friendly communities as are 

opportunities  where children and parents can share in the learning 

process  (Howard, 2006)



What is it?

Individual 
support

Toy Library
Existing before project

Stay and Play sessions
Parent Groups













Why do we think it works and what would you 
need to consider?

m.turner@sdn.org.au

k.turner@sdn.org.au


